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University Examinations 2020/2021 
 
FIRST YEAR FIRST SEMESTER EXAMINATION FOR THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

IN PUBLIC HEALTH 
 

HPP 8111: RESEARCH METHODS 
DATE: JULY 2021                                                                                    TIME: 3 HOURS 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: Answer all questions.  
                      
QUESTION ONE: (30 MARKS)                     

a)  Using an appropriate example to illustrate, describe the Exploratory and Descriptive 

research designs. In your answer clearly show the difference between the two (6 marks )   

b) Explain the criteria of good research in public health    (10 marks )   

c) How do you create a completely unbiased sample of a population?   (4 marks )   

d) How does hypothesis differ from research questions?    (5 marks )   

e) Describe any five parts of a research proposal     (10 marks )   

 

QUESTION TWO: (20 MARKS)                    

The starting point of any research is to formulate the problem. This involves defining the 

problem in a clear term. Problem definition involves stating the general problem and identifying 

the specific components of the research problem. Critically explain what these components of 

research problem should include.        (20 marks)   
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QUESTION THREE: (20 MARKS)        

“Literature review is a key part of any research process” Explain the purpose and major types of 

literature review.          (20 marks)   

 

QUESTION FOUR: (20 MARKS)       

Analyze four fundamental principles that are considered in planning and implementing health 

research              (20 marks)      

              

 

 

     

 

 


