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INSTRUCTIONS: Answer Question One and any other Two questions   

 
QUESTION ONE (30 MARKS) 
(a) List the major literary regions of Europe.      (5 Marks) 
 
(b) Briefly explain what phenomena favored creative writing in Europe.  (6 Marks) 
 
c)  What were the major causes of Revolutions in Europe? Give a brief highlight of any 

three           (6 Marks) 
 

(c) Define social stratification in relation to European literature. Illustrate this hierarchy.
          (8 Marks) 

(d) Which was the earliest genre of literature in Europe? Account for its first place in 
creative writing.        (5 Marks) 

 
 
QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS) 
 
Use any One of the following plays to show the universality of literature.        (20 Marks) 

 
An Enemy of the People by Henrik Ibsen 
The Caucasian Chalk Circle by Bertolt Brecht 
A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen 
 

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS) 
 
Discuss the major characteristics of Romanticism, Realism and Modernism as literary 
movements in Europe.                (20 Marks) 
 
QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS) 
 
Provide a critical analysis of any two of the following poems in terms of themes, stylistic 
aspects and form.               (20 Marks) 
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By Bliss was it in that dawn to be Alive 
 William Wordsworth  
Oh! pleasant exercise of hope and joy!  

For mighty were the auxiliars which then stood  
Upon our side, we who were strong in love!  
Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive,  
But to be young was very heaven!—Oh! times,  
In which the meagre, stale, forbidding ways  
Of custom, law, and statute, took at once  
The attraction of a country in romance!  
When Reason seemed the most to assert her rights,  
When most intent on making of herself  
A prime Enchantress—to assist the work  
Which then was going forward in her name!  
Not favoured spots alone, but the whole earth,  
The beauty wore of promise, that which sets  
(As at some moment might not be unfelt  
Among the bowers of paradise itself )  
The budding rose above the rose full blown.  
What temper at the prospect did not wake  
To happiness unthought of? The inert  
Were roused, and lively natures rapt away!  
They who had fed their childhood upon dreams,  
The playfellows of fancy, who had made  
All powers of swiftness, subtilty, and strength  
Their ministers,—who in lordly wise had stirred  
Among the grandest objects of the sense,  
And dealt with whatsoever they found there  
As if they had within some lurking right  
To wield it;—they, too, who, of gentle mood,  
Had watched all gentle motions, and to these   
Had fitted their own thoughts, schemers more wild,  
And in the region of their peaceful selves;—  
Now was it that both found, the meek and lofty  
Did both find, helpers to their heart's desire,  
And stuff at hand, plastic as they could wish;  
Were called upon to exercise their skill,  
Not in Utopia, subterranean fields,  
Or some secreted island, Heaven knows where!  
But in the very world, which is the world  
Of all of us,—the place where in the end  

We find our happiness, or not at all! 
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That shuts on all flesh soon or late, 
She thought you no more worth her hate, 

And cares not where you lie." A h, Are You Digging on My Grave" 

Thomas Hardy 

Ah, are you digging on my grave 
My loved one?--planting rue?" 
--"No; yesterday he went to wed 
One of the brightest wealth has bred. 
'It cannot hurt her now,' he said, 
That I 'should not be true.'" 

Then who is digging on my grave? 
My nearest dearest kin?" 
--"Ah, no; they sit and think, 'What use! 
What good will planting flowers produce? 
No tendance of her mound can loose 
Her spirit from Death's gin.'" 

But someone digs upon my grave? 
My enemy?--prodding sly?" 
--"Nay; when she heard you had passed the Gate 

Then, who is digging on my grave? 
Say--since I have not guessed!" 
--"0 it is I, my mistress dear, 
Your little dog, who still lives near, 
And much I hope my movements here 
Have not disturbed your rest?" 

Ah, yes! You dig upon my grave . . . 
Why flashed it not on me 
That one true heart was left behind! 
What feeling do we ever find 
To equal among humankind 
A dog's fidelity!" 

Mistress, I dug upon your grave 
To bury a bone, in case 
I should be hungry near this spot 
When passing on my daily trot. 
I am sorry, but I quite forgot 
It was your resting-place." 
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QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS) 
Describe the development of European literature showing how the development of literature 

is affected by social, economic and political conditions prevailing in a given society, 

(20 Marks) 
 


