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University Examinations 2021/2022  

EXAMINATION FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF EDUCATION ARTS 

ELI 3101: THEORY OF LITERATURE AND STYLISTICS  

 DATE: JANUARY 2022                          TIME: 2 HOURS 

INSTRUCTIONS: Answer question one and any other two questions  
      
   
QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY) 30 MARKS 

a) Give a brief definition of the following concepts: 

i. Literary theory         (2 marks) 

ii.  Literary stylistics         (2 marks) 

b) Explain any three functions of literary theory      (6 marks) 

c) Identify and explain at least three distinguishing traits of literature   (3 marks) 

d) Describe the function of literature to society according to classical literary theory (4 marks) 

e) Consider the following line from a literary text: 

‘Oh come on then, all the LOT of you, cried Uncle Jim. 

(H.G. Wells, History of Mr. Polly)  

Name the phonological feature graphologically represented by the word in bod capitals 

            (2 marks) 
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f) Show how syntactic deviation has been achieved in each of the following texts: 

i. Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive      (2 marks) 

ii.  Villon, our sad, bad, glad, mad brother’s name     (2 marks) 

g) Explain the term ‘ambiguity’ as used in literary criticism    (3 marks) 

i. Identify the types of ambiguity contained in the following phrases 

a. I meant I’d have a pear, the fruit , not a pair, two    (2 marks) 

b. Running water        (2 marks) 

QUESTION TWO 

a) Explain the difference between written and spoken realizations of language  (10 marks) 

b) Explain how drama embodies both phonological and graphological realizations of language 

            (10 marks) 

QUESTION THREE 

Identify and explain any two theories of literature, illustrate by referring to relevant literary texts. 

            (20 marks) 

QUESTION FOUR 

Polysemy may allow a writer to work on two levels concurrently, apparently relating one set of 

events while really indicating something different.  Explain with suitable illustrations (20 marks) 

QUESTION FIVE 

a) Explain the effect of the repetition in the following passage from ‘Hard Times’ by Charles 

Dickens           (10 marks) 

‘They were ruined, when they were required to send laboring children to school; they were 

ruined, when inspectors were appointed to look into their works; they were ruined, when such 

inspectors considered it doubtful whether they were quite justified in chopping people up with 
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their machinery; they were utterly, when it was hinted that perhaps they need not always quite 

so much smoke.’ 

b) Consider the following sentence picked from Joseph Heller’s novel, ‘Catcch-22’:  ‘It was a 

night of surprises for Appleby, who was as large as Yossarian and as strong and who swung at 

Yossarian as hard as he could with a punch that flooded Chief White Halfoat with such a joyous 

excitement that he turned and busted Colonel Moodus in the nose with a punch that filled 

General Dreedle with such mellow gratification that he had colonel Cathcart throw the chaplain 

out of the officers’ club and ordered Chief White Halfoat moved into Doc Doneeka’s tent, 

where he could be kept under a doctor’s care twenty-four hours a day and be kept in good 

enough physical condition to bust Colonel Moodus’ nose again whenever General Dreedle 

wanted him to.’ 

Explain why the sentence is deviant and describe its effect    (10 marks) 

 

 

  


