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SECOND YEAR, FIRST SEMESTER SUPPLEMENTARY/SPECIAL EXAMINATION FOR 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN HEALTH RECORDS INFORMATION 

  
 

 
HPR 3204: INTRODUCTION TO PHARMACOLOGY 

 
DATE: JANUARY 2021          TIME: 2 HOURS 

INSTRUCTIONS:   
1. Answer ALL Questions in Section A and any TWO Questions in Section B 

 

QUESTION ONE (30 MARKS) 

a) List the 4 major routes of drug administration by injection   (4 marks) 

b) Differentiate between non-proprietary name and proprietary (brand) names of drug with 

examples.         (6marks) 

c) Briefly explain the following terms 

(i) Prescription       (2 marks) 

(ii) Pharmacokinetics      (2 marks) 

(iii) Half-life       (2 marks) 

d) List four errors that may  occur during prescription writing   (4 marks) 

e) Describe the 6 steps considered in the process of rational prescribing (6 marks) 

f) Mention four acts of parliament governing drugs and drug use in Kenya (4 marks)  

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS) 

a) Define the following terms:       (10 marks) 

(i) Pharmacology 

(ii) Bioavailability of a drug 
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(iii) Biotransformation of a drug 

(iv) Toxicology 

b) Name five sources of drugs with examples for each.    (10 marks) 

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS) 

a) Describe five factors influencing absorption of drugs.   (10 marks) 

b) Discuss advantages and disadvantages of oral drug administration   (10 marks) 

QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS) 

a) Explain four factor modifying drug action     (8 marks) 

b) Define the term essential medicine and list five factors considered when selecting drug to 

be included into the essential medicines list.     (12 marks) 

c)  


