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INSTRUCTIONS:  Answer question one and any other two questions.  
 

QUESTION ONE (30 MARKS) 

a) Read the following excerpt and answer the question below. 

“KTN  recently reported that ‘Riaki village, Igembe South constituency , Meru County 

has been christened “cancer” village due to high prevalence of various types of cancer; 

ovarian, stomach, prostrate, intestinal and blood cancers. Various people interviewed 

expressed their sufferings. The villagers narrated the pains during and after treatments. 

They also explained how the disease had depleted their resources as they seek treatments 

for themselves or for their relatives. 

The village is located in high attitude regions of Nyambene Hills near Nyambene forest. 

Tea farming is the major economic activity. The cool waters of Kanoro River which 

originates from Nyambene forest, cuts across the village. 

With amiable physical serenity and Agricultural abundance of this village, the cancer 

scourge has visited almost every home in the area. 

(i)   Identify a research problem and formulate the title of the study.  (5 Marks) 

(ii)   Identify three variables for your problem.     (3 Marks) 

(iii)Write three specific objectives from the variables identified in (ii)  (3 Marks) 

(iv)   From (iii) formulate three hypothesis for the study.    (3 Marks) 

(v)  Describe the type of data you would collect for this study and discuss how the data 

would be collected.        (4 Marks) 
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(vi)  Suggest the methodology you would use to analyze data  collected for this study 

(4 Marks) 

(vii)  Suggest the methodology you would use to analyse data collected for this study. 

           (4 Marks) 

(viii)   Discuss the possible limitations you would encounter when carrying out this study. 

           (4 Marks) 

(ix)  Write a brief justification for this study.     (2 Marks) 

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS) 

a)  State and briefly explain the two types of research.    (6 Marks) 

b) (i)  Compare and contrast inductive and deductive approaches to theory development in 

research study.        (6 Marks) 

(ii)  Highlight two differences between quantitative and qualitative methodology in 

research.         (4 Marks) 

c) Highlight four significance of research proposal to the researcher.  (4 Marks) 

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS) 

a) Highlight five purposes of literature review and discuss briefly five aspects to consider in 
critical evaluation of research article.      (10 Marks) 

b) Explain what is meant by validity in research and discuss four types of validity. 
10 Marks) 

QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS) 

a) In a sample survey, the researcher targets a population of 3000people. The researcher is 

interested in studying the respondents subscription or non-subscription to Life Insurance 

policy. Through pilot study, 40% of the population are known to have subscribed to 

insurance policy. If the researcher wish to take a margin of error of 5%. Determine the 

sample size he should take.       (6 Marks) 

b) Highlight what is meant by research hypothesis and state four functions of research 
hypothesis.         (5 Marks) 

c) Explain research designs and discuss two functions of research design. (5 Marks) 
d) Discuss two random sampling techniques.     (4 Marks) 
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QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS) 

a) Discuss four ethical issues to consider when carrying out a research study. (8 Marks) 

b) State four significance of pilot study.      (4 Marks) 

c) Distinguish between descriptive and inferential analysis when carrying data analysis from 

research work.         (4 Marks) 

d) Discuss the recommended approach used when reading a research article (4 Marks) 

 

 


