
Special/Supplementary Exams 

CIS 3410: Photojournalism 

Instructions: Answer Question 1 and any other Two 

     1(a)Discuss the importance of technology in photojournalism.(4mks) 

  (b. Compare and contrast the qualities of  good and poor photos also highlighting the key differences 
between photography and photojournalism (4mks) 

(c)Highlight the appropriateness of a cutline in photojournalism.(3mks) 

 (d) (ii) Explain the importance of visual variety in Photojournalism (7mks) 

 (e) Discuss the following type of shots used in photojournalism explaining their major characteristics 

(i)Grip and Grin(4mks) 

(ii)Medium Shot(4mks) 

(iii)Close Shot(4mks) 

2. You have been newly recruited as a Sports Photojournalist with a local newspaper. Discuss the 
major strategies you would undertake to compete favourably with the established sports 
photojournalist.(8mks) 

 (b)A good photojournalist should   have a clear eye on the background. Asses the validity of this   
statement. (3mks) 

  (c) Discuss how colour saturation can be controlled in photography. (4mks) 

  (d) Briefly outline the link between law and photojournalism.(5mks) 

3.(a)Give a detailed description of the major photojournalist genres.(8mks) 

   (b)Discuss what is meant by a lazy shot and how can a good photojournalist avoid it. (4mks) 

   (c) Relate the concept of Ethics to Photojournalism.(8mks) 

4. (a)Explain the major guidelines in Photojournalism.(8mks) 

   (b)Give a critical analysis of what entails a good and bad photograph. (6mks) 

   (c) You have been given a crucial assignment to edit and correct bad photographs that are needed 
urgently. Discuss the strategies you would use. (6mks) 

 

5. (i) Describe the editorial Process used to Salvage a bungled photo(10mks) 

  (ii)Outline the digital path that photojournalists use to disseminate information to the public. 
(6mks) 

 (iii)Photojournalists communicate visual facts. Asses the validity of this statement.(4mks) 



Main Exam 

 CIS 3410: Photojournalism 

Instructions: Answer Question 1 and any other Two 

Briefly outline the meaning of the following Terms used in Photojournalism 

(i)Mug Shot                                                                    (3mks) 

(ii)Establishing Shot                                                                     (3mks) 

(iii)Paparazzo                                                                  (3mks) 

(iii) Highlight the whole process of newspaper photojournalism from taking photos in the field to 
development of the photo in the print media (10mks) 

(iv) Sports is one of the greatest areas that media stations use to boost their returns economic and 
relies so much on photojournalism. Distinguish between Sports action and Sports reaction when 
undertaking a photojournalist assignment (4mks) 

( (vi) Briefly discuss advantages and disadvantages of being a freelance photojournalist. (7mks) 

2. (a)You have been hired by a media station because your predecessor was fired because of taking bad 
photos on an urgent assignment. Explain how you would fulfill your deadline in time without 
compromising your job .(10mks) 

    (b) Great photojournalists like Mohammed Amin have died in conflict areas in the act of duty. Discuss 
how a photojournalist can protect himself while also getting interesting stories. (6mks) 

    (c) Explain why the Environmental portraits are considered some of the best photos in photojournalism. 
(4mks) 

3.(i)A media station that does not update its strategies to cope with the new trends is bound to fail. 
Validate this assertion (8mks) 

 (ii) Explain the significance of Cropping in Photojournalism and distinguish between good and bad 
cropping.(7mks) 

(iii)Photojournalism is not just about making profits for the media station but also community 
responsibility. Discuss (5mks) 

4(i)A photojournalist does not operate haphazardly but must follow set guidelines. Discuss(10mks) 

(ii)Discuss the relevance of studying photojournalism.(5mks). 

(iii)Taking photographs does not constitute photo-journalism. Validate this assertion.(5mks) 

5.(i)The Mark of a good Photojournalist is creativity. Validate this assertion.(6mks) 

   (ii)Briefly describe the story telling genre used in Photojournalism.(4mks) 

(iii) Discuss what has led to the media expansion in Kenya highlighting the advantages and 
disadvantages. (6mks) 



(iv)Outline the significance of  the editorial process in photojournalism.(4mks) 

Special/Supplementary Unit: Script Writing 

Unit Code : CIS 3313 

1 Instructions: Answer Question 1 and any other Two 

(a) Briefly explain the importance of the Expository structure and its use in the writing of non-
fictional scripts (6mks) 

(b)Define the following terms 

  (i)Character                                                                               (3mks) 

  (ii) Setting                                                                                   (3mks) 

  (iii)Action                                                                                    (3mks) 

(c)Outline the five major Principles for Broadcast Script Writing. (10mks) 

 (d)A Script writer is a collective responsibility. Discuss(5mks) 

2.(a)Explain the role of a Premise in Scriptwriting.(6mks) 

(b)Discuss the production of a Script from Paper to the Visual Media. (12mks) 

(c)Outline the Importance of a Treatment in Scriptwriting.(2mks) 

3. (i)Discuss the important elements Nollywood script writers use to make their productions popular in 
Kenya and Africa in general.(10mks) 

    (ii)Discuss the importance of writing a Synopsis in Scriptwriting. (4mks) 

     (iii)Language is the hallmark of good Script writing. Validate this assertion.(6mks) 

4. (a) Discuss the relationship between ethics and Scriptwriting. (10mks) 

(b)Discuss the following Scriptwriting formats clearly highlighting their distinctions 

   (i)Full Page Master Scene Script                                        (5mks) 

   (ii)Split Page Script Format                                                 (5mks) 

5. (a)Distinguish between a Shooting Script and a Scene Script.(6mks) 

    (b)Attempt a treatment of a ten minute drama or documentary highlighting the key components. 
(10mks) 

    (c )Explain the Importance of Copyright in Scriptwriting. (4mks) 

 

 

 



Script Writing Unit Code : CIS 3313 

 Instructions: Answer Question 1 and any other Two 

1(a) Most Kenyan viewers have opted to watch foreign productions despite the abundant talent of 
scriptwriters in the Country. Discuss (8mks) 

  (b)Define the following terms  

   (i)Treatment.(2mks) 

   (ii)Visual Thinking                                                                                    (3mks) 

   (iii)Premise                                                                                                 (2mks) 

    (iv) Scene Script                                                                                        (2mks) 

(c)Scriptwriting is Process that undergoes different stages. Discuss. (10mks) 

(d)Distinguish between fictional and non-fictional Scriptwriting. (3mks) 

2. (i)Discuss the major qualities of a good Script writer.(10mks) 

   (ii)Compare and contrast writing scripts for audio and visual production.(8mks) 

   (iii)Brevity is a hallmark of good Script writing. Validate this assertion.(2mks) 

3. (i)Attempt a  Synopsis of a ten-minute simple drama.(10mks) 

   (ii) Briefly discuss any two script writing formats explaining the major characteristics of each.(5mks) 

   (iii)A script writer that does not invest in intensive research is bound to fail. Discuss.(5mks) 

4.(i) The Kenya film board has been vocal in insisting that script writers should uphold morality in the 
face of many western movies and productions in our country. In your opinion do you think the board is 
limiting script writers’ expression (8mks) 

(ii)Scriptwriters sometimes are swindled off their creativity because of ignorance. Discuss how they can 
avoid theft of their creativity.(4mks) 

 (ii)Kenya has the best environments of shooting, recording and working out movie and other media 
productions but foreign companies prefer to relocate to South Africa. Explain what is causing this 
scenario and what the country is losing and how they can prevent this loss.(8mks) 

5(i) You have entered a film writing contest where the winner is bound to get a lucrative deal at 
Hollywood. Explain how you would undertake this project bearing in mind that you do not have funding 
(10mks) 

  (ii) Riverwood movies have started becoming popular especially in vernacular. Discuss the major steps 
the government and other stakeholders can take to help uplift this group (5mks) 



 (iii)A script writer who works in isolation is bound to fail. Validate this assertion. (5mks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Meru University of Science and Technology 

 

Special/Supplementary Exams 

Unit Title: Environmental Studies 

Unit Title: CIS 3204 

Instructions: Answer Question 1 and any other Two 

 

1. Briefly define the following concepts 

(a) Briefly discuss the concept of the green revolution (2mks) 

(b) The earth is a representation of mutiple diversities. Validate this assertion 
illustrating the different diversities (10mks) 

(c)  Discuss  how man is destroying the marine ecosystem and how this pollution can be 
prevented(8mks) 

(d) Discuss and  list any three types of Ecosystems?(6mks) 

(e) The world is depleting most of its renewable resources discuss measures that can be 
taken to prevent  this scenario?(4mks) 

2. Explain how mankind is causing the following types of pollution? 

(i) Water Pollution(5mks) 

(ii) Land Pollution(5mks) 

(iii) Air Pollution(5mks) 

(iv) Explain the advantages and disadvantages of atomic energy (5mks) 

3.(a) Discuss alternative sources of energy that help reduce pollution(10mks). 

(b)Discuss the importance of the land ecosystem, dangers facing its extinction and measures of 
conserving it? (10mks) 

4. (a)Discuss the important measures countries in the world are undertaking to conserve the 
environment through UNEP(United Nations Environmental Programme and other 
bodies?(10mks) 



 (b) Explain the challenges of Environmental conservation in urban areas?(10mks) 

5 .Explain the measures undertaken by the government of Kenya in conserving the 
environment?(20mks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Meru University of Science and Technology 

 Main Exams 

Unit Title: Environmental Studies 

Unit Title: CIS 3204 

Instructions: Answer Question 1 and any other Two 

 

1. Briefly define the following concepts 

(a) Briefly discuss the concept of global warming and greenhouse effect(2mks) 

(b) The earth is a representation of diverse Ecosystems. Validate this assertion 
illustrating the diversity (10mks) 

(c) The world is facing a time bomb due to pollution. Discuss(8mks) 

(d) Discuss Biodiversity and list any three types?(6mks) 

(e) The world is depleting most of its renewable resources, discuss measures that can be 
taken to prevent  this scenario?(4mks) 

2. The spheres represent invaluable resources that sustain the world. Briefly highlight the 
importance of the given spheres and explain how mankind is interfering with them through 
degradation? 

(i) Atmosphere 

(ii) Biosphere 

(iii) Hydrosphere 

(iv) Lithosphere                                                                                                               (20mks) 

3.(a) In your opinion has the inclusion of Environmental education in the education system been 
beneficial in the conservation of the environment(5mks). 

(b)Discuss the importance of the marine ecosystem, dangers facing its extinction and measures 
of conserving it? (10mks) 

(c )Explain how modern farming practices have degraded the environment and give possible 
solutions.(5mks) 



4. (a)Discuss the ethical values related to biodiversity conservation?(10mks) 

 (b) Explain the advantages of wind power energy and biogas as alternative energy sources? 
(10mks) 

5(a) Explain the measures undertaken by the government of Kenya in conserving the 
environment?(10mks) 

(b)Discuss measures that the government can borrow from other countries which can help reduce 
environmental degradation.(10mks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


