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INSTRUCTIONS: Answer question one and any other two questions  
        
        
QUESTION ONE (30 MARKS) 

a) Research has been described as something that people undertake in order to find out things 

in a systematic way thereby increasing their knowledge.  Explain four ways in which 

research is misused by novices today      (4 Marks) 

b) As a newly employed person in a microfinance institution at Kisumu City you have been 

tasked to steerhead a task force on “Finding a lasting solution to issues of employees 

reporting to work late and leaving early”.  These actions have been perceived to deny the 

company many man working hours, hence resulting in losses. 

Required: 

(i) Coin a topic problem for investigation     (2 Marks) 

(ii)   Write three realistic hypotheses based on (i) above   (6 Marks) 
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(iii)Given that the said organization spreads across Kisumu County with 8 outlets, 

explain three sampling methods you would employ to sample various ordinary 

workers from their institutions for inquiry purposes   (9 Marks) 

(iv) Suppose some of the data from study in (i) above was as in table 1 below 

Table 1: Opinions provided by respondents why they were late for job 

  

3rd week of May 

2015 

Late to catch up 

matatu, bus, train 

Resolving family 

issues 

Others 

Monday 20 30 5 

Tuesday 25 20 15 

Wednesday 30 20 5 

Thursday 15 30 10 

Friday 23 20 4 

 

N=55 

(a) Illustrate the above data in a bar graph     (6 Marks) 

(b) What lesson is learnt from the bar graphs about said workers reasons of lateness for 

job?          (3 Marks) 

 

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS) 

Research tools are important in collecting information from respondents during field inquiry.  

Since a questionnaire is a commonly used research instrument during field surveys, discuss 

ways in which success in collecting adequate data in social science research is assured by 

questionnaire           (20 Marks)   

 

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS 

a) With relevant illustrations from your discipline, differentiate between conceptual framework 

and theoretical framework.        (8 Marks) 

b) Basing your arguments on the current scenario of research in the world today, discuss why a 

theory or theories are perceived to be important element (s) in guiding a certain research 

undertaking.         (12 Marks) 
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QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS) 

a) The measurability of study variables in a given research undertaking forms the basis of data 

collection.  By giving relevant illustrations in your discipline synthesis this statement with 

respect to quantitative levels of measurement.     (12 Marks) 

b) Data collection exercise requires observance of rules and regulations governing scientific 

research so as to optimize tapping information from respondents.  State and explain four 

ethical issues that researchers are oblige to observe during field inquiries.  (8 Marks) 

   

QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS) 

a) Focus Group Discussion (FGD) is one of the research instruments that are recommended by 

many social science researchers for obtaining data from among groups of specified 

respondents.  Why do you think this is so or not so?    (12 Marks) 

b) Research is the everyday means of trying to solve a perplexing problem in the world today.  

By giving relevant examples in social science research explain the importance of research 

today.          (8 Marks)  


