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University Examinations 2017/2018  

FOURTH YEAR, SECOND SEMESTER EXAMINATION FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR 
OF SCIENCE IN PUBLIC HEALTH 

HPP 3455:  POST-HARVEST PATHOLOGY OF FOOD 

 DATE: SEPTEMBER 2018                           TIME: 2 HOURS 

INSTRUCTIONS: Answer question one and any other two questions  
      
   
QUESTION ONE (30 MARKS) 

(a) Define the following  terms used in post-harvest pathology of food:- 

i) Post harvest           (2 marks) 

ii) Post harvest food loss        (2 marks) 

iii) Susceptibility          (2 marks)  

iv) Virulence           (2 marks) 

v) Tolerance          (2 marks) 

(b) Differentiate the following terms as used in post-harvest pathology of food   (6 marks) 

i) Plant Pathology   

ii) Pathogenicity  

iii) Pathogenisis 

(c) i) Explain the main causes of post-harvest loss of food     (6 marks) 

ii) Briefly describe environmental factors that aid spore germination in food  (8 marks) 

 

 

 



Meru University of Science & Technology is ISO 9001:2015 Certified 

                                                                    Foundation of Innovations Page 2 

 

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS) 

Describe factors affecting post-harvest disease development.      (20 Marks) 

 

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS) 

Discuss strategies for post-harvest disease prevention and control     (20 marks) 

 

QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS)  

Maize is one of the food crops susceptible to aflatoxin contamination.  Describe this phenomenon 

under the following heading:- 

i) Explain the term aflatoxin          (2 marks) 

ii) Causative organism           (2 marks) 

iii) Manifestation in maize         (4 marks) 

iv) Confirmation in maize and levels        (4 marks) 

v) Prevention and control         (8 marks) 

 

 


