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FOURTH YEAR, FIRST SEMESTER EXAMINATION FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF 

SCIENCE IN PUBLIC HEALTH 
 

HPP 3405: CONSERVANCY 
 

DATE: NOVEMBER 2015                                                                                     TIME: 2 HOURS 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: Answer question one and any other two questions 
 

QUESTION ONE (30 MARKS) 

a) Explain what is conservancy?        (3 Marks) 

b) Explain the difference between the state of being infected, and the state of being ill with a faecal-oral 

disease like cholera          (2 Marks) 

c) Describe the disadvantages of using a pit-latrine, until the content are completely full   

            (4 Marks) 

d) Describe two major nuisances likely to be eliminated through use of a VIP latrine? ( 2 Marks) 

e) Differentiate between a double VIP latrine and a single VIP latrine   (4 Marks) 

f) What are the disadvantages of using a Pour-flush type of a latrine   (5 Marks) 

g) Describe an ideal bucket as used in conservancy      (4 Marks) 

h) What are the shortcomings of using a composting latrine     (2 Marks) 

i) Explain the circumstances under which small bore sewers are appropriate in conservancy 

            (4 Marks) 
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QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS) 

“Human wastes (night soil) are a valuable natural resource and should be used whenever 

practicable”. Discuss this statement in relation to night soil disposal. 

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS) 

Describe the components of the chemical toilet and give its merits and demerits. 

QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS) 

As a Public Health Officer in Kajiado County, you have been called upon by the County disaster 

management team to advise on the provision of latrine facilities during an emergency where refugees 

are crossing into Kenya from Tanzania. You choose short-term communal latrines for 

implementation. Explain how you would proceed giving pros and cons of this method. 

 


